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De a7th December , 1946. | 
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Addressed to S. of 5. 
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Damascus , 
voedda, 
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Mutti’s request to Awab League to solic eit 
perpnission for him tq return to Palestins, 
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neotica my telearan Wo, 2145, I should, therefore, 
cona any action whic 1% may be found possiole to 
on bae LANG s suggested by §.M, Anbargsatdory Baghdad, 
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j ‘His Majesty’s Ambassador presents his compliments to 
His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
and has the honour to transmit . 
mentioned paper. | 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
CAIRO. 


31st.December, 19 4 


Reference to previous communication : 
Bagdaé telegram to Caire No. 6C saving, 
addressed to Foreten Office No. 938 of 
Uste 6. ess 
Description of Enclosure. 


Name, Date, etc. Subject. 


H.B. Mahmoud Mufti: Haj Amin 
Fahmy el El Husseini. 
Nokrashy Pasha: 

Aide > Mémoire 

dated the e2/7th 

December, 1946. 
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On August eSth, His Majesty's Ambassedor | 
addressed to His Excellency Ismail Sidky Pasha a Letter, 
of which a copy is attached, informing His ixcellency 
of the tenour of the various reports which he hed 
submitted to His Majesty's Government of conversation 
regerding the presence in Egyot of Haj Amin El Husseini. 
Those conversations were senesced perticularly with 
the undesirability of the ex-Mufti's becoming the 
centre of political activities or indulging in such 
ectivities himself.. It will be seen from the attached 
copy of the letter referred to above that His Excellency 
Ismail 5 idky Pasha gave repeated assurances to’ His 
Majesty's Ambassador that the ex-Mufti's oresence in 
Leyopt would not be e pretext for auy propeganda or any 
political activity. 


Leter, in October last, His Majesty's Minister 
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pointed out to His Excellency Ismail Sidky Pasha the 
glaring improprietory of the ex-Mufti's having received 
a visit of three band organisers of the 1936-39 Palestine 
revolt; Sidky Pasha agreed with the comments of His 
Majesty's Minister thet it might be embarrassing for 
the Egyptian Government if it subsecuently transoired 
thet those persons and the ex-Mufti were engineering 
from Egypt disorders in Peieavine: 

During the absence of His Excellency Ismail 
Sidky Pasha in London, Mr. Bowker spoke to His Excellency 
Abdel Kawi Ahmed Pasha, then Acting Prime Minister, 


recalling the assurences which Sidky Pasha had given to 


Sir /... 


Sir Roneld Campbell in this connection, and pointing 

out that the ex-Mufti was reported to have received 
various leading members of the Palestine Higher Arab 
Committee, when, it appeared, this Committee was 
contemplating important decisions of policy. Mr. Bowker 


added that such behaviour was directly contrary to the 


spirit of the assurances wnich the exMufti had given 


to His Excellency the Prime Minister. 
Since the above representations were made it hes 


been reported that the ex-Mufti has been visited by a 


saquasafay 


number of Palestinians end certain notabilities of other 
Arab Stetes. The fact that such visits have been teking 
place strongly suggests thet Haj Amin El Husseini, 
Gesoite his profession of reluctance to engage in any 
activities which might embarrass the Egyptien or 

British Governments, has not abstained from political — 


ectivity since seeking, and obtaining, refuge in Heypt. 
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His Majesty's Ambassador, therefore, expresses 


en, 


the earnest hove that His Excellency the Prime Minister 
will be good enough to give his sericus attention to the 
above-mentioned assurances, end will take the necessary 
measures to ensure that henceforward they ere strictly 


imolemented. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
CAIRO. 
27th December, 1946. 
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see uy /telegran No. 1356 ste) to Foreign and No. 165 
to Jerusalem of Slst December, _ 
I fear there is little Likelihood of Nokrashi being 


‘jable to make any satisfactory response to this last 
|representation of ours, although the Mufti is not popular 
with the Lgyptian authorities or with many Arab notables. 
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However the strengthening of his position has been largely 
due to our failure to deal with extremist Jews in Palestine 
and to the belief, in view of our apparent inability to 
deal with illegal Jewish armed organisations, Arabs nust 
now prepare. themselves militarily to oppose the Jews in 
Palestine, Mufti is generally regarded as the only Arab 
leader capable and tough enough to organise effectively any 
such armed Arab resistance, There is little doubt that 
he and other Arabs inside and outside the Arab League 
are now busy on these lines. Azzam remarked vga 
to the Oriental Minister that after the British | Laws, 
; “ Omitted] to react even to the flogging of British woldiers a 
_., ‘m thing which had not been endured by any other army - it was 
,. Clear that the British were not in @ position to protect 
@. AmaSTR* the Arabs who must look after thengelves. 
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In our conversation with the High 
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Commissioner reference was made to the activities 
of the Mufti in Egypt.. I enclose a note on 
these activities, summarising the information 
available in the Colonial Office. You mentioned 
that you would consider whether any action should 
be taken to prevent the Mufti's use of his 


sanctuary in Egypt as a base for his intrigues. 
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Ape om 


14th Janus 


TOP SECRET 


The Mufti in Egypt. 


From the time of his arrival in Egypt 
in mid-Jyne until the end of July the Mufti 
remained near Aboukir as King Farouk's guest. 
Assurances were given publicly by Sidky Pasha and 
privately by the King that he would not be allowed 


to take part in political activities, and he himself ym 


in a Press interview disclaimed any wish "to 
embarrass his kind hosts", There is, infact, 
no evidence of such activity until he moved into 
a house of his own in Ramleh, Alexandria, at the 
end of July. | 


Cc.  sidky Pasha told the British Ambassador 
that it would now be easier to control the Mufti's 
actions as he was no longer a Royal guest, but did 
not accept the Ambassador's suggestion that the Myfti 
might be better relegated to a less accessible town 
e.g. Fayoum. The Mufti, for his part, is reported 
to have said to Azzam Pasha that "he could now 
meet anyone he eee ee ee 
AS a reSult of Press reports that the Mufti had 
received the Palestinian Arab leaders and Ministers 
of the Arab States, the British Ambassador wrote 
a letter of protest to Sidky, but without effect. 


5. Henceforward the Mufti openly assumed 
direction. of the Arab Higher Committee and held a 
Series of conferences with his supporters in which 
he planned Arab resistance in Palestine and the 
neighbouring countries. 


4, Four members of the Higher Committee 
visited him on dend ee ee Jamal Husseini, Emile 
Ghoury, Ahmad Hilmi and Hussein Khalidi, and they 


were 
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were followed by Mohammad Hawari the leader of 
Najjada, who was consulted about a 
his movement with Futuwa as a ie force under 
the orders of the Higher Committee. 


Oo. The British Ambassador protested again 
on 25th August against this blatant breach of the 


Government's assurances, and was informed in reply .J 


by Sidky Pasha on 15th September that both the 

King and he were much annoyed by the Mufti who 

had abused their hospitality and had been intriguing 
with the Soviet Legation and actually "summoning" 
Arab leaders from Palestine. The Ki d 


ordered that "such behaviour must stop". No check, [im 


however, was put on the Mufti, and among his 
visitors in September were Akram Zuweiter and 
Izzat Darwazzah from Syria and Kamal Areikat, 

the leader of Futuwa, who was summoned to discuss 
the proposed union of Najjada and Futuwa. 


6. The British Ambassador made another 
proves’ on October Srd which caused Si Pasha to 
emand an explanation from the Mufti. e Mufti 
ingenuously answered that he was only seeing a few 
Old friends and was willing to refuse audience to 
anyone obnoxious to the peypuian Government. He 

denied that any of his visitors was subversively 
inclined and that he had made any approach to the 
soviet Legation. This reply apparently satisfied 
Sidky Pasha so long as he remained in office. 


¢. Another meeting of the Higher Committee 
was held on October 18th and attended by the four 
members aS before. The British Ambassador 
therefore made a last. protest on October 24th. 


8. For the next two months the Arab Higher 
Committee was sitting almost continuously in Cairo, 


first 
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first at the Mufti's conferences and then at the 
meetine of the Arab League. The Mufti surrounded 
himself with numerous henchmen who had been 
concerned with him in the Arab rebellion, among 


whom were Ishak Darwish Husseini and Izzat Darwazzal ai 


who directed terrorist operations in Palestine 
from Damascus in 1937 onwards, Sheikh Hassan Abou 
Saoud who directed operations in Palestine after 
the Mufti had fled in 1937, and Main el Madi who 


was a member of the Mufti's organisation Tor 


directing the disturbances in 1958, A considerable ji—_—_— 


stiffening of Arab opinion and resistance has been 
noticed in Palestine, which was caused both by 
Jewish terrorism and illegal immigration and by 
stimulus from Cairo. A campaign of murder began 
against Arab "traitors" three of whom were killed © 
in December: a scheme for a further Arab Land Bank 
under the control of the Mufti was mooted to 


prevent the sale of land to Jews: moderate elements, 


such as Musa Alami, were more or less Silenced (and 
\Musa Alami has been forced by the Myfti to close 
down the Arab Offices): the formation of rebel 
gangs in Palestine has been started and every 
opportunity of inciting popular hatred is being 
exploited. 


9. The Arab Higher Committee threatened to 
Stop the payment of taxes if any part of the cost 
of the Cyprus camps was met from Arab revenue, and 
Jamal Husseini on lst December warned his 
followers to be ready for “action soon". 


10. The Higher Committee is at present in 
Palestine for the purpose of communicating "decisions 
of a serious nature" to its followers. These 
presumably will reveal the plan of action. laid down 
in Cairo in December. The Committee is also 


reported 
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If 


reported to have been enlarged by the addition 

of eight new members, four of whom are the 
notorious renegades mentioned in para. 8. 

two of these were recently amnestied. Tneir 
votes will ensure the Mutti's predominance if the 
other four members are drawn from the less extreme 
parties in an attem t to give the Committee the 
appearance of a United Patriotic Front. 


11. Though there is still considerable 
friction between the various Arab parties and 
especially between the youth organisations, the 
Najjada and Futuwa, the Mufti, helped by events, 
has undoubtedly had much success in organising 
Arab reSistance. So far he has enjoyed the 
immunity of Cairo, but when the time for action 


comes he may decide to move to a battle Headquarters ii 


in the Levant, whence he directed the revolt of 
1936-8. The representations to the Levant 
Governments asking for assurances that he will not 


be granted entry have received only evasive replies. i 


It is thought unlikely that the Governments could 
resist the + ia clamour in his favour, even if 
they so wished. 


lc. It is also noteworthy that despite his 
personal feud with the Hashemites and his support 
of Raschid Ali, the Mufti persuaded the Arab League 
to present a request to His Majesty's Government for 
an amnesty for his past. He has apparently 
ingratiated himself with the League, in which the 
main cohesive force is anti-Zionisn, and reached 
some sort of reconciliation with the Hashemites. 
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FROM BAGDAD TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 


Sir H, Stonehewer Bird, . 
No, 48. D. 8,10 a.m. 18th January, 1947, 


17th January, 1947. R. 9.25 am, 18th January, 1947. 
Repeated to Ai eae 
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Jerusalem telegram No,1, 
I concur with the High Camissioner's views and =| ; 


can only repeat suggestion made in my telegram s £ U2O of ses 
Tragd Minister for Foreign Affairs states that 


2 
when yesolut on enclosed in Cairo despatch e undec, 
? 129] was passed by the Arab League he was instructed 
his Government not to vote (see my telegram 958) but _ 
Iraqi accepted resolution tacitly. Erna i&§ferrsf. 


Lo 
3. Both Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign / 
Affairs have maintained to me that by far the best 
solution would be for the Mufti to be allowed to return 
to Palestine since he would undoubtedly be assassinated 
either by Jewish terrorists ar by Arab ot I have 
pointed out that we cannot avail ourselves af this 
attractive possibility since the Mufti would only return 
to Palestine if amnesty were granted to him and this is 
of course out of the quegm#on, 
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I sat next to Mr. Emile Ghoury at the luncheon at |e ‘ | eee | 3 
the Egyptian Embassy on 31st January. After we had Be cory oe | . 
talked on a number of subjects of no particular importance ee ee | 
Mr. Ghoury raised the question of the Grand Mufti. He a oR . eS Ee, 
began by saying that he supposed that the Mufti'’s name ie ioe | | ee 
was not one which people liked to hear mentioned in SEES ee ae i a 
England, but he thought that it was odd that His Majesty's | ie ee | z 
Government should take the attitude they did towards him 3 Pe 7 Fe, i 
while, at the same time, they were prepared to sit round 
the table with Mr. Ghoury, and his colleagues, who were 
in London with the consent of the Mufti and who would hos me | ee ora 
refer to the Mufti any proposals for the solution of the soe A ae | ee Oe 
Palestine problem which arose. Why was it Mr. Ghoury Re inte Bo jak ee pee Ae 
asked that the British disliked the Mufti so much? oe) a eee “3 fee Zaher 


I said that I thought the reason was clear and thet 
was because after fighting against us in Palestine during 
the rebellion, the Mufti had adhered to our enemies, the 
Germans. 


Mr. Ghoury acknowledged that the Mufti's residence 
in Germany during the war could not be expected to be 
palatable to the British, but the circumstances in which 
he went to Germany should be taken into account. After 
the rebellion in Palestine the Mufti had gone to Beirut 
end after he had participated in the Iraqi rebellion of 
1941, a price had been put on his head, and he could find 
no safety in any allied or neutral country. Turkey had 
refused to iet him stay there. He had thus no alternative 


but to go to Germany. 


I asked Mr. Ghoury whether the Mufti had not desired 
a German victory. Mr. Ghoury said he had been asked the 
same question by Mr. Oliver Lyttleton when Minister of State 
in Cairo during the war end had replied that he did not wish 
for a German victory except as regards Palestine. As : Ske 7 at 
regards Palestine a German victory would have meant the a : een | | eee 
settlement of the Jewish problem. i SASS A age ee ae 
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I gaid that surely this had been a very secondary me OG pe seer ae : cae | 
iesue in the conflict. Mr. Ghoury answered that it had al (REE : en 
been a primary issue so far as the Palestinians were : ee ae ‘ 
concerned, He went on to say that it seemed anomalous us oOG of ue eee 
that His Majesty's Government should be prepared to | he | 7 : 
recognise Jewish leaders, such as, Mr. Ben Gurion, who ce 6g Oe | 
had been proscribed and some of whom had been kept in - &§ a ae | 
detention. While, at the same time, they would have e nese 3 : 
nothing to do with the Mufti. He instanced General Smuts ne ae et ae 7 : 
as a case in which the British Government had entirely ne ee aes oe. ae ea A et = 
revised their opinion of ‘q° tTormer enemy. 


At the end of our conversation Mr. Ghoury said pee gg oe, ee a 
thet he would like to raise the question of a revision Bees er | 
of His Majesty's Government's attitude towards the Mufti ae ea 
informally during his present stay in London, Should meth weds See ga gh ca 
he contaet some one in the Foreign Office, or the Colonial Be i a 7 | : ee 
Office and, if so, whont? ee rn eee ee | —_ | 


I teld Mr, Ghoury that I would discuss the 
problem he had raised with some of my colleagues 
and let him know the answer in the course of the 
next few days. | 


Mr. Gno spoke with great earnestness and 
there is no doubt that he, end hia cellenguess 
are very anxious that His Majesty's Governmen 
should be more forthcoming towarde the Mufti, I 
was surprised that he did not make unfavoursble 
comparisons between the treatment of the Mufti 

‘end that of former Burmese renegades such as 
U Sew and Ba Maw, but fortunately he epared me 
this embarrasanent. | 


7 
Pn 


(Signed) E.A, ARMSTRONG 
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We discussed the matter recorded above and you said 
that you would consult your colleagues in the 
Colenial Office on the point as to whom Mr. Ghoury 
should see in thie matter. 


Member | enyaeg/ ae 
FROM | 
No. | _ | : 


Dated 


Received 
in Registry 
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WAS/EGC | BRITI$H EMBASSY, 
416/1/47G eb ee 
CAIRO. 


28th January 1947 


Mann 2 , 


You will have seen from frequent reports 
what a lot of mischief the Mufti is doing in 
Egypt and how he even appears to be organising 
from here armed resistance in Palestine in 
spite of the assurances previously given by 
the Egyptian Government that attempts would 
be made to put an effective control on his 
political activities in Egypt. It seems 
to me that we have every advantage in getting 
him back to Palestine where he can be 
effectively controllede Do you suppose 
there is any chance that the idea of 
encouraging him to return to Palestine could 
be favourably examined? I presume the 
difficulty is that this might raise a 
commotion in Zionist and other circles in 
both England and Americae But on the 
local situation his return to Palestine seems 
obviouslg the lesser evil. 


V5 Spelt 
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ReGeHowe, ES de » KeCeMsG., 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.Wel. 


Kj 


dd 


. or 7 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.42 


My dear Traff ord, 


I enclose a copy of a letter which Sir Robert 
Howe has received from 8.M. Ambaesador in Cairo, 
asking whether there is any chance that the idea 
of encouraging the Mufti 4 Jer would be 


usalem - 
favourably examined. oa & ‘< Ol lowe) : 


Brigadier Clayton, when I saw him the other 
day, expressed the opinion that the Mufti's 
influence would continue to grow 80 long as he 
was excluded from Palestine and that his return to 
the country offered the only prospect of breaking 

or at least reducing his influence in the forsec- 
able future. Wwe know also that some of the © 
Mufti’s Arab opponents in Palestine hold the same 
view. 


On the other hand I assume that the High 
Commissioner would in present circumstances 
maintain kis previous refusal to consider 
permitting the return of Haj Amin to Palestine, 
and we are thinking of stressing the High 
Commissioner's objection in/reply to the ambassador, 
I should be glad to know whether this will meet 
with your approval. You may wish to consult the 
High Commissioner before expressing an opinion, 
but if so I should be grateful if you would ask 
him for an early reply. 
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Yours ever, 


Vf 
KI9 | 
Trafford Smith Esqe,» 
Colonial Office, S.W.1l. 


CS" 


SAN 


Downing Street, 
Se Ve Le 


27th March, 1947. 
TOP SECRET. 


ye Hamed INDEXED 


Thank you for your letter B.1175/49/31 of the 
5th March, about the possibility of encouraging 
the Mufti of Jerusalem to return to Palestine 


Ye have consulted the High Commissioner and 
I enclose copies of the telegrams exchanged. ‘The 
High Commissioner's telegram No. 655 contains the 


material you expected for a reply to His Majesty's 
Ambassador, Cairo. 


We agree with Sir Alan Cunningham, and nave 
no objection to your stressing his views in your 
reply to Sir Ronald Campbell. 


pa 


a" 
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H. Beeley, Esq., ©.B.i., 
Foreign Office. 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


TO PALESTINE (General Sir A. Cunningham) 
FROM S. OF S., COLONIES. 
Sent 17th March, 1947. 18.45 hrs. 


No. 5351 Top Secret. INDjAED 


Foreign office have been approached by Anbassador.,, 
Cairc, who refers to mischief the Mufti is doing in Egypt, 
and points out that he appears to be organising from Cairo 
armed resistence in Palestine in spite of assurances given 
by Egyptian Government as to control of his political 
activities. Ambassador sees advantage in getting him back 
to Palestine where he can be effectively controlled, and asks 
whether idea of encouraging Mufti to return to Palestine 
could be favourably examined. | 


View has also been expressed that Mufti's influence 
is likely to grow so long as he is excluded from Palestine, 
and that his return offers only prospect of breaking, or at 
least reducing, his influence in phe foreseeable future. 
Some of his Arab opponents in Palestine are said to hold the 
. game view. 


I assume that in pesent circumstances you would be 
most unwilling to contemplate Mufti's return to Palestine but 
should be grateful for your confirmation and for any obser- 
vations you may have on views referred to above. | 


Grateful for reply aS Soon as possible. 
Distributed to:- 
M.S.25 : Mr. Trafford Smith 
Secretary of State Mr. Mathieson 
Sir T. Lloyd Mr. Higham 
Mr. Thomas — Mr. Poynton 
Mr. Martin Mr. Bennett 


Sir D. Harris Mr.. Bigg 
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INWARD | 


FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir -A. Cunningham) 3 


To §. OF §., COLONIES. 


D. 23rd Merch, 1947. 
R. 2ard " ' 15.40 hrs. 
IMPORTANT 

No. 635 


Your Top Secret telegram No. bol. 


I have for some time past had under review the 
question of allowing Haj Amin to return to Palestine. 
recognise clearly that his continued presence in Egypt 
must cause embarrassment end that his activities there 
cannot be effectively controlled. IT have Little doubt 
that he is organising from Cairo both the supply of arms to n 
tne Arabs in Palestine and neighbouring states, and also a 
campaign in Palestine for liquidation of Arabs who 
negotiated sales of land to Jews. In addition, he is no 
doubt directing the activities of the Arab Higher Committee. 


2, It has been argued with some force that as Long 
as Haj Amin remains in exile he is to the Palestine Arabs 
at any rate something of a legendary hero, with whom his 
political opponents in this country cannot come to grips 
even if they wish to, and that, if he were to return to 
Palestine, familiarity would rob him of much of his 
present prestige, besides which he would be subject to 
closer surveillance by the Security Authorities and would 
thus come under more effective control. 


3. It must be remembered, however, that Haj Amin, 
wherever he may be, is at present unlikely to remain the 
leader of great majority of Palestine Apabs. ‘To bring him 
pack to Palestine now would be to court grave trouble, for 
not only would his arrival be certain to awake the now 
cuiet Fellahin, who he alone could arouse and knit into a 
Ghhesive whole, but also it would give Lively colour to the 
old story that he is secretly supported by the British. 


The effect on Jewish opinion particularly would be 
/disastrous, 
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“we 


disastrous, and this at a time when it is of first 


importance to maintain political equilibrium pending 
reference of the Palestine case to U.N.O-. 


“4, If after return he were to overstep the 
mark again, as is probable, we should be faced with 
the necessity of detaining and deporting him, which 
would be more likely to stir up Arab trouble than 
leaving him where he is.) 


5. 1 consider that, even if it should prove 
possible adequately to control the Mufti's activities in 
Palestine, his very presence at this juncture would so 
excite the Arabs as to create grave problems of everyday 
security. I realise that the time will come when Haj Amin 
must be allowed to come back to Palestine, but that the 
time is not yet, and lI could not agree to his return now. 
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Registry 


No. E 1175/49/31 


| . 
ae 


OUT ai 


= 
H.M. Ambassador. | We have consulted’ the Colonial Office 

Cairo. | 7 
‘on your letter to me of the 28th January, 


abcut the Mufti of Jerusalem They now 
tell us that the High Commissioner, while 


7 _— he is aware of the aivantages which might 
(From Sir R. Howe) | 
| follow from re-admitting Haj Amin into 


Palestine, is confident that these would be 
outweighed by the disadvantages. 

The High Commissioner points out that 
the Mufti's arrival in Palestine would tend 
to arouse the latent volitical fanaticism of 
the Arab oeasants, who are now quiet. It 

Nanaia 
would also tend to : the belief, which 


ao“ 
has been current at various times in 


Palestine, that the Mufti is secretly = 
Copy to: | 
| supported by H.M.G. 
Colonial Office | 
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If the Mafti, after his return to the 
country, were to overstep the mark again, 


the Administration would be faced with the. 
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necessity of detaining and deoorting hin, Bat 
this would be more ikedy to stir up Arab 
trouble than leaving him where he is. 

The High sonnaslonen tien Sraee 
attention to the effect on Jewish opinion of a 
decision to re-admit the Mufti, and to the 
importance of maintaining political 
equilibrium while the Palestine problem is 
under reference to the United Nations. 

With these arguments we are in full agreement, 


and it also seems to us that there is much 


force/ 


force in the High Commissioner's objections 

from the local Palestine point of view. 
No doubt the time will come.when Haj 

“Amin must be allowed, to return to Palestine, 


but it does not.seem that this is the appropria e 


moment. - a, a LA | 


Yours ever 


_ (S4a-) Bly Howe : 
(8.5: Howe) 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


WOONOT ‘391490 GYOITA D17GNd FHL 4O LHDIYAAOD 


£ 
: 
a 
> 
ibd 
ea 
O 
| 
O 
= 
L 
Jon 
e) 
ys 


FORSIGN OPFICE » 
S.Wee 


(@e1475/49/31) Bh ADR EL, 1947. 


ecret 


pea Korrani.h, * | ae : 
We have consulted the Colonial Office on your | 
letter to me of the 28th January, about the Kufti of 4 
Jerusalem. They now tell us that the High Commissioner, | 
While he is aware of the advantages which might foliow 
from re-admitting Hej Amin into. Palestine, is confident 
that these would be outweighed | by. the disadvantagess . 


The High Commis sioner points. out thet the Mufti's 
arrival in Palestine would tend to arouse the latent 
political fanaticism of the Arab. peasants, who are now. 
guiet. It would also tend to strengthen the belief, 
Which has been current at various times in Palestine, 


that the Mufti is secretly supported by His bara 8 
Government. 


If the mufti, after his return to the country, were 
to overstep the mark again, the Adminietration would be 
faced with the necessity of deteining and deporting him, 
and this would be more likely to stir up Arab trouble 
than leaving him where he is. 


The High Commissioner slso draws attention toe the 
effect on Jewish opinion of a decision to re-—edmit the 
Mufti, and to the importance of maintaining political 
equilibrium while the Palestine problem is under reference 
tovthe United Nations. With these arguments we are in 
full agreement, and it also seems to us that there is mueh 


force in the High Cormissioner's “objections from the local 
Palestine point of view. | 


Hip. doubt the time will come when Hej Amin must be 
allowed to return to Pelestine, but it dos not seem 
thet this is the appropriate moment. 
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Xowrs exer 


(Sek) Bot Howe , 


- (ReG. Howe) 


Sir Ronald Campbell, GeCoHiaGe, C.B- | 
Cairo. ; 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 
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Dr. Jamali raised with me on the 17th February 
the question of the Mufti. He referred to the Arab 
League's desire that the British Government should 
allow the Mufti to go back to Palestine. He told 
me that in the discussions on this subject in the 
Arab League he had reserved the position of Iraq 
in the matter. The Iraqi Government had no love 
for the Mufti in view of his intrigues in Iraq 
leading up to the Rashidi Ali rebellion in 1941. 
In fact Dr. Jamali said ,taet for my private 
information, that he thought the best solution of 
the question of the Mufti was to let him go back 
to Palestine where he would certainly have his 
throat cut before very long. 


we aIuaLafay 
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BRITISH LEGATION, 


DAMASCUS. 39 


Lb 

With tie op hiRnts 
of 

HeMe Chargé d'affaires. 


C.W. Baxter, LSqde 9 C.M.QG. 9 M.G. 9 
Foreign Office, 
Se Wele 


B ssoussafay 
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British Legstions — 


Confidentiale 
Contidenti al DAMASCUSe 


94/7/76 


2hth Pebruary, 1947+ 
Phank you for your letter 10/9/47 of the 
kth February. ‘je have fortunstely not heard so much about 
Iraq reeently, as attention has largely been taken up with 
furkish and Trensjordsnian affairs, though, of course, Iraq has 
come in for sa occasional slap aa Trans joragan's friende 


You ask me whether there are any indications that 
the .ufti might migrate to syria next monthe (Incidentally, was 
it not Nuri himself who encouraged the fiuftL to come from the 
Lebanon to Iraq in 1939? I have dim recollections of writing 
angry minutes in the “astern Department about Nuri's behaviour 
on thet oecasion!). [I cannot say thst I have been able to get 


any pointerae JI reminded Jamil Merdam the other day of the 


representations I had made to his predecessor iast year on this 
subject (my telegram Nos13 of 21st Cetober, 1946 to the Foreign 
Office) and asked him whether be thought there was any danger 
of such a move by the ‘ufti in the coming monthse Jamil denied 
thet there was and said that the last time he had seen the 


Mufti in Beypt, the latter was determined to renain theree 


This, of course, does not mean very muche But I 
should have thought that now the Palestine question is to go ta 
UeNeQe, the dufti would hardly regard it as & suitable time | 
for any escapades on his parte The Arabs would not gain 
anything by competing in terrorian. wito the Jewde 


If my conjectures are wrong and the ‘ufti does 
suddenly appear in Damaseus, there is no doubt that he will be. 
tolerated, if not actually welcomede Sandullah Jabri was not 
very forthcoming in the matter, as you will see from the 


GOe 


I am sending copies of this latter to Baxter, Beirut, ° 


Jerusalem, Jedda and Ammane 


HoMe Lyrae 


Sir He 3-tonghewer-Bird, C-M.G., O.B.E. 
British Hmbassy, 
Bagdade 


telegram referred to above, and Jamil is likely to be even less | 
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| ehis telegram is of rticuhkr secrec a should be _ 
retained by the sot fat recipient and not passed on. } 


—Oypher/OTP cantar DISTRIBUTION 


FROM B BETRUT- ‘TO. FOREIGN. OFFICB- 
Mr. Houstoun Boswall ‘D, 6.52 p.m. Sist March, 1947, 


No. 287 
oe R, 9,10 p.m, Sist March, 1947. 
Sist March, 1947. 


Repeated to Cairo 
Bagdad 
Jerusalem 
Amman (J erusal en oe pass as my tele- 
gram No, F 


‘Jedda 
ea ay, Saving By as a/b ty ye 
Cairo telegram No. 818 to you: Mufti 


About a fortnight ago having seen the possibility 
of the Mufti turning up here, mentioned in the news~ 


Pp apers » 1 most earnestly warned the Minister for Foreign 
airs that it would be folly to have him. I recalled 
the embarrassment which the Mufti had eventually caused 
to Nuri Pasha when the latter had, in a fit of enthu- 
Siasm in 1939, ae Ae a i Traq on his escape from 
the French here. I also told His cellency that as 
he had ignored my advice about Fawzi [gr. -undec.7Qua wit 


be as I had told him at the time, even King I 
ad found it necess to lock up am whose arrival had 
iss to blood-shed at Tripoli, I hoped that he would take 
t now and see to it that the Mufti did not® come. 
The Minister ia Foreign Affairs said that there was no 
question of 


2. Towards the end of last week some of the press 
here announced that the Mufti woubd be returning with 
Lebanese delegation to the Arab Council meeting and on 
March 22nd I sent a nesaage to the President on the lines 
of the foregoir His Excellency said "God forbid" and 
undertook to telephone next day to the Labanese Prime 
Minister who was then in Cairo about it. On March 24th 
my onisgary again approached the President at his house, 

and’ in the presence of Minister for Foreign Affairs who 
had by that time returned from Cairo asked him abbut 
the Mufti. Both emphatically denied that he would be 
coming here. 


I will now take further enn action and 
I will “report results. | 
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pro PAIZSTING (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 
90 8. oF 8.0 : 


R. iet ”" 2 


ae 
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21.55 hrs. 


IMPORTANT 
ifo. 716 Secret. — 
Addressed to H.M. Ambassador Boirut, 
. , Wo. 1:65. 
Repeated to 8. of 8S. 


HK. Ambassador , Cairo, 
af No. 56. | 


WOONOT ‘391430 GUOITE D1TENd 3HL JO LHDIBAdOD 


Movement of Mufti to iicbanon. 


| Grateful if you could ascertain ond 
snform me what are the intentions of the 
wepanon Government in this matiere Your. 
telogran Wo, 68 of 22nd October rorers. 
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[This telegram 4s of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


i. 


Cypher/OTP | 


: | Mr, Houstoun Boswall | | 
1st april, 1927. RR, 8.30 p.m, 1st april, 1947. 


Repeated to Cairo 
Bagdad 
 +Jfedda 
. Jerusalem 
Auman (Jerusalem please pass as my telegram No. 37) 


Damascus Savin = 
wt CP Po Pi “Ly / oy) 
RUF F F a 


My telegram No. 237: oftl 


“although I shall be seeing the Minister for Foreign 
affairs on April 2nd I sent a member of ny staff today 
dnformslly to ask the President of the Republic if there 


was tow any chance of the Mufti coming here. His Excellency 


after telephoning to the Lebanese Prime Minister again 
‘denied that there was any txith in the rumours and suggested 
that I should also mention the matter to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs when I saw hin. 


2, Nevertheless if the Mufti were suddenly to land 
here from an sircreft I am perfently certain that the 
Lebanese Government would not have the courage to deport 
him or even to ask him to go. In fact the President 
recently said that if the Lufti did turn up he would not 
know what to do about it at all. 
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Cypher/OTP. DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1. 


FROM DAMASCUS TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Mr, Eyres. | | 
No, ob. De. 9,16 B., Ie 2nd April 1947. 
ist April 1947, R. 12.45 p.m. 2nd April 1947. 


Repeated to: 
SAVING. 


WeWeWeWeW 


SECRET. | 
ee Ue of) 


Cairo telegram No,818, 
Mufti, 


I mentioned this possibility to the Prime 
Minister today and again pointed out how 
eubarrassing he Mufti’s presence in the Levant 
States might be both internally and externally. 


2, Jamil Bey refused to be drawn and merely 
reiterated his conviction that the Mufti was 
perfectly happy in Egypt and Was likely to stay there. 


[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat. ] 
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This telegram is of ticular secrecy and should be 
(Tis, telege the author ised rec ipient und not passed on] 


Cypher/OTP 


Mr. Houstoun Boswall dD. 4. Sonn 2nd April 1947 
No: 252 


end. April 1947 Re 8.22.a.m.5rd April 1947 
Repeated to Cairo 


ca ee 
da 
Jerusale 


Amman Se Jerusalem please pass as my telegran Xo: 
Damascus, Saving 


X:K:k: 2962) “ofr, 
My telegram No: 246. 


Minister for Foreign ‘ffairs said the Mufti 
would not (repeat not) be _coming to Lebanon. He 
attached no credence to reports emanating from 
gpa to the effect tha the Mufti was expected 

0 G0 there a air shortly and to establish 
nes quarters in the Jebel Druse, 
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EASTYEN 
modes § deeai'y 


Parliamentary Question 


: To: e Secretary of State for the Colonies, why, at the end of March 

ae eens pai the ie Boeke announeed as being banned in Palestine in the official 

| : Gazette of. the Palestine Government, there is a book dealing with . the - Mufti of. 

L -Jerusalem’s pre-war and war-time role as an enemy of this country and entitled 
aa Mufti Over the Middle Hast. [Wednesday 16th April.] _ 


DResreonsae Re SQ, F.0. ARE NOT ASKED TO ADVISE. 


PALESTINE 
(BANNED PAMPHLET) 


' 42. Mr. Wilkes asked the Secretary of 

oe *} State for the Colonies why, at the end of 

parame ‘March, 1947, amongst the 16 bocks 

Roe eg ag ey Cae announced as being banned in Palestine in 

‘the official ‘‘ Gazette ’’ of the Palestine 
Government, there is a book dealing with © 

the Mufti of Jerusalem’s prewar and war- 

‘time role as an enemy of this country and 

‘entitled “‘ Mufti Over the Middle East.’ 


Mr. Creech Jones: Under the Defence 
C 5 ef. Al A ‘ Emergency Regulations the Censor in 
heck os eo } .Palestine has power to prohibit the circu- 
| ‘lation of publications liable to incite dis- 

‘order. The Censor is of the opinion that — 
/ gis the publication in question would be pre- 
. RAEN oe Soaked judicial to public safety, and order. The 
ee pamphlet has come under recent review 
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and the local authority has found no 
reason to vary the decision. ; 


mrs 


QUESTION, 


PALESTINE 
(BANNED PAMPHLET) 


42. Mr. Wilkes asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies why, at the end of 
March, 1947, amongst the 16 books 
announced as being banned in Palestine in 
the official ‘‘ Gazette ’’ of the Palestine 
Government, there is a book dealing with 
the Mufti of Jerusalem’s prewar and war- 
time role as an enemy of this country and 
entitled ‘‘ Mufti Over the Midd!e East.” 


Mr. Creech Jones: Under the Defence 
Emergency Regulations the Censor in 
Palestine has power to prohibit the circu- 
lation of publications liable to incite dis- 
order. The Censor is of the opinion that 
the publication in question would be pre- 
judicial to public safety, and order. The 
pamphlet has come under recent review 
and the local authority has found no 
reason to vary the decision. 


1 6 APR 1947 
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_ BRITISH EMBASSY, 
CAIRO. 


2 Wile 


> aa — ; | 25 th April, 1947, 
No» ee , 4 ; | 


(416/28/47) 


Sir, 


With reference correspon encé ending 
with my telegram No. 83 of January 10th last 
pecandtug Gecpepentations: ‘to the Egyptian Government 
against the political activities in Egypt of the ex- 
Mufti of Jerusalem, I have the honour to enclose 
herewith copy of a letter at last received from | 
Nokrashi Pasha in reply to my letter of December 28th, 
1946, and subsequent reminders on this subject. 


2s The assurance given by Sidky Pasha was of ? 
course quite general, namely, that the ex-Mufti would 

not be allowed to indulge in political activities here. 
Nokrashi Pasha'’s argument apparently is that the ex- 

Mufti can only be expected to refrain from such. 

political activities as might cause alarm, anxiety or 
| embarrassment to His Majesty's Government or to anyone 
' concerned with the preservation of peace and public 
security in Palestine or Egypt. He maintains that the 
ex-Mufti has indulged in no such activities. Obviously 

any political activity by the Mufti, in view of his ee 
murky past, is likely to prove eventually embarrassing 
to His Majesty's Government. However, the argument in: 
the penul timate paragraph of the Egyptian Prime aa 
Minister's letter seems more difficult to answer.- The. 
Egyptians’ argument has long been that public order is 
being violated and blood being shed in Palestine owing | 
to the activities of Jewish terrorists whom the Jewish © 
community in Palestine, including responsible ledders 
equivalent to the ex-Mufti, could easily suppress if 

they would only co-operate wholeheartedly with us in 

order to do SOe Meanwhile the Arabs are doing nothing 
wiolent. It is obvious that they are quietly making 

their preparations in the background, but it is 

difficult to convince the Egyptians that our first 

business should not be to deal with the people who are 

at present responsible for the violation of public © 
security rather than wth those who may be BeBReeEee of 
planning future disturbances, 


Se Anyhow, I fear that, in the present state of | 
feeling in this country, it is hopeless to expect that 
any Egyptian Government will take any effective 
measures to restrain the political activities of the. 
ex=Mufti in Egypt. 


a 1 ee 
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I have the honour to be, 
With the i respect, 
Sir 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


The Right Honourable | ) / 


Ernest Bevin, M.P., 
Foreign Office, 


LONDON, S.W.1. 


PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 


1.1/158 | a Cairo, 19th April, 1947. 


Dear Ambassador, 


-- You have complained to me more than once about. the 
political activities of the Ex-Mufti of Jerusalem, and you 
have asked me what action I have been able to take on them. 


I would indeed be lacking in candour if I did not 
tell Your Excellency that. I have not been aware of any such 
political activities as might cause alarm, anxiety or 
embarrassment to the British Government or anybody concerned 
With the preseBvation of peace and public security in 
Palestine or Egypt. Your Excellency knows as well as I do 
that he is the recognised leader of the Palestinian Arabs. 
He is not only held in great esteem by his own countrymen 
but also by all the Arab States of the Middle East. Surely 
a men of such position and prominence should be allowed a | 
certain measure of freedom to receive visits or air his views 
every now and then, especially at a time when his country is. 
being torn and tormented by internal disorders ereated only 
by the Zionists whose illegal flow of inmigration is defiantly 
and disturbingly continuous, and whose leaders are doing every- 
thing in their power to force an issue so fatal to his country. 


The British Government themselves have referred the 
thorny question of Palestine to the United Nations Organisation 
where the fate of that unhappy land will be decided. Itis 
only natural, in the light of all these circumstances that 
the leading heads of the Palestinian Arabs visit the Ex=Mufti 
to exchange views with him as to the defence of their cause 
before the Security Council It was not, in my opinion, too 
much political activity on his part when he received theme 
This is the sort of political activity that does not disturb 
in any shape or form peace and publie security, and therefore, 
should not be embarrassing to anybody or come under the cate- 


gory of dangerous or even unfriendly activities. 
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T have seen the Ex-Mufti on several occasions and talked 
to him. He has always impressed me that he is absolutely 
conscious of his obligations towards Egypt not to cause | 
embarrassment to the Government and not to abuse the hospitable 
sanctuary given him. 


Your Excellency is aware, as much as I am, that it is 
not the Arabs. of Palestine who are causing the terrible dis- 
| orders in Palestine, which fact goes to prove that their leaders 
| 4fm@luding the Ex-Mufti, do not preach violence. The Zionists 


His Excellency | 
Sir Ronald Ian Campbell, 
GC.M.G.; CoB.» 
He Be Majesty’s Ambassador, 
CATRO. 


’ 
, at 
: Se 


alone ere ‘the roots. and perpetrators of ell this misery. ae A. 


I can assure ‘Your. Excellency thet. no ‘herm whetsoever - ae 


: ; S: he done by - the limited measure: of freedom: enjoyed. By 
- i eins oe >» and neither: you. nor’ the. British. Government — 
should have any concern: about: a ‘few social ;or political — 


Z visits made: ace hin by a few hermless. and well-known peoples : 


Believe me, | | 
Dear taveceadors: 


‘Yours: Bhat fe Sincerely, : 


(sea) MF NOKRASHY. . 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL No.1. 
f 


FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE i. 
Sir R, Campbell D, 7. 54 pem, 2nd May, 1947. 


No: 1036 R. 10.45 pom 2nd May, 1927. 
nd May, 192/. C4 


Repeated to Jerusalem, a 
Amman Saving, | 
| 3 


Beirut Saving, 
Damascus Saving, , a | wae 


Bagdad Saving | ar 
Jedda Saving. | 


am = mye | 
iii ead 6 T / soy 


Amman telegram No. 122 of April 15th to you:/ 
Ex Mufti, 


Some such development has been expected and may 
well also be directed against the Arabs either friendly 
to us or moderates or those in connivance with the 
Jews regarding land sales, 


2, Nokrashi's answer to our last representation 
of the Mufti about political acitivities (see my 
despatch No. 354 of April 25th) said among other things 
tha e Mu a @ in activities of a 
kind to [grp. undec; ? cause distress] to the British 
or anyone else interested in the security of the Middle 
Bast. 


3. Terrorist activities certainly concern the 
security of the Middle Hast put presumably we have 
no proof which we could effectively advance to Nokrashi, 
We might however simply assert that we have reason to 
pelieve that the Mufti is organising such terrorist 
activities and demand a tightening up of the control 
of the Mufti's activities generally. However Nokrashi, 
on the analogy of his last communication and in his 
present mood, might well reply that it lay with us 
to end actual Jewish terrorism before demanding action 


NWOONOT {391440 OYOI3S JITGNd JHL 4O LHDIYAGOD 


from the gyp trae Government [grp. undec: ? against ] 
Ce 


[grp. undec.] future Areb terrorism provoked anyhow by 
the fact that we had not succeeded in putting a stop to 


Jewish terrorism. Nevertheless subject _to_the-vieus 
of His Majesty's High Commissioner Jerusalem, 1 

think that ou the balance we had better make some sort 
of a representation to Nokrashi on the lines suggested 


above. ~ ee 


[Copy sent to ifiddle East Secretariat ]. 
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1 BAITIGH LOCATION, S ae 


e5th april, 1947. 


Please refer to my Secret telegram Noelo2 of the 
L5th April, 1947, about the activities of Haj Anim el 
Husseinis | ; 
Qe I bave since received information from another 
gosa source confirming the original report but adding 
that a number of influential Palestine arabs, supporters of 
the Husseini fa ctions have. gent word to Haj nin 
gavising against areb disorders in Palestinee They seid 
that conditions were very different from those obtaining 
in 1936 = 39, When the Jews refrained from retaliatim, 
and that any acts directed against the Jews would now 
pring effective reprisals from that quarter. 
Se Te persons who made thege representations were 
well to do and stood, therefore, to lose if the Arabs 
pacame involved in disor dere It was not clear that 
trair views were shared by the type of person who would 
be used by the Mufti, or that the Mufti Would be deviated 
from his plams even if they wires | 
4: e I am sending a copy of this letter to the High 


CGamissimmer for Pale stinge 


C.We Baxter, EBs@e» CaM eGSes MeGes 
me Foreign Offices 
LONDON, SoWote 


B saouasafay 
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S 


EASTERN 


Parliamentary Question 


% 10. Mr. Edelman,—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, what representations, 


he has recently made to the Egyptian Government concerning :the ex-Mufti's political 
activities in Cairo; and what.is the nature of the activities to which exception has 


_ been taken. [Monday 5th May.) 


dak ; 


mae ey 


ae ” 


—5 MAY 1947 


~ 


It vill be seen from the attached 
papers thatthe latest representations to 


i the Egyptian Government about the Mufti 


were made in an aide-mémoire dated December 
27th (E 225). We have just received 

(see BE 3638/G) a reply from the Egyptian 
Government, which does not get us anywhere. 


In any case, whatever the success of 
our representations, I do not think that :we 
should explain the whole story to Mr. Edelman. 


Draft reply attached. CA Corns 
2 CS 


(J.G.S. Beith) 


3rd May, 1947. 


We have ,in fact, as the aide-mémoire 
at Flag D (EB 225) sAow, made frequent 
representations to the Egyptian Government 
about the Mufti, but we have not actually 
made any recent representations. 


As regards the nature of the Mufti's 
political activities, we have no very 
precise information. We Know that he is 
in active communication with, and frequently 
sees, politically active Palestine Arabs 
and other Arab notables, and secret reports 
indicate that they discuss the policy to be 
pursued by the Arab Higher Committee about 
Dalestine, the organisation of secret Arab 
activities, etc. In replying to Mr. 
Edelman, however, I do not think it is 
possible to say more than that he is 
engaging in “political activities connected 
"with Palestine". 


4rd May, 
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| a ie 22. Mr. Edelman asked the Secretary 

SENT TO DEPI. | _ of State for Foreign “Affairs what repre- 

; - gentations he has recently made to the 

10-8 Ss Ecyptian Government concerning the ex- 

- Mufti’s political activities ‘in Cairo; and 

what is the nature of the activities to which 
exception has been taken. 


4 RRL 
Pe BME 


_. Mr. McNeil: His Majesty’s Government 
have made frequent representations to 
the Egyptian Government, since the 
‘Mufti’s arrival in Egypt, on account of 
the political activities in which he has 
been engaged. an 

Mr. Edelman: In order. to limit the area 
of activity of the ex-Mufti, will my right 

hon. Friend confirm that, in no circum- 
‘stances, will he be allowed to go to Pales- 
tine? a ; 

Major Haughton: Can the ‘Minister say 
what political activities have led to the 
complete disruption of the Anglo-Egyptian 
union in Egypt? a oe 
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DRAFT REPLY 
*l10. Mr. Edelman. 


Monday, 5th May. 


H.M. Government have made freyuent 
representations to the Egyptian Government, 
Since the Mufti's arrival in Egypt, on 
account of the political activities in 


which he has been engaged. 


Notes for Supplementaries 


(1) What has been the result of these 
representations? 


H.M. Government are not satisfied that 


the measures taken by the Egyptian Government 


have adeyguately restrained the political 


activities of which they complain. 


(2)/ 
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(2) What is the nature of the Mufti's 
political activities? 
They are political activities connected 


with Palestine. 
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Cairo telegram No, 10386, 


Ex Mufti called a few days ago at Transjordam 
Legation in Cairo and asked that an expression of his 
loyalty should be conveyed to King Abdully~.The King 
sent a polite acknowledgment but Comsent ing here 
said he could not understand the visit as he was 
convinced Haj Amin was a confirmed enemy of the 
Hashinites, 
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Mr. Edelman's parliamentary question already 
down for the 12th May has been taken over by the 
Colonial Office, who propose to reply that His 
Majesty's.Government have /at_presen$ /no intention 
of authorising any relaxation of the- order under 
Which the ex-Mufti is excluded from Palestine. 


The question of what would be done to the 
ex-Mufti if he turned up in Palestine has been 
discussed with the Colonial Office. They feel 
that all they can certainly say is that he would 
be-—arrested and detained for breaking the ban on. 
his entering Palestine. The question of what 
else should be done to him would oad to be referred 
to Ministers. if Pate wre 
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Parliamentary Question 


* 68. Mr. Edelman,—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whether His Majesty's 
ah Government still maintains a prohibition against the ex-Mufti’s revurn to Palestine ; 
and for how long it proposes to continue it. [Monday 12th May.] 
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